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that the Duchess of Queensberry has not yet done dressing
herself marvellously: she was at court on Sunday in a
gown and petticoat of red flannel. The same day the
Guerchys made a dinner for her, and invited Lord and
Lady Hyde5, the Forbes's6, and her other particular
friends: in the morning she sent word she was to go out
of town, but as soon as dinner was over, arrived at Madame
de G-uerchy's, and said she had been at court.

Poor Madame de Seillern, the imperial ambassadress, has
lost her only daughter and favourite child, a young widow
of twenty-two, whom she was expecting from Vienna. The
news came but this day se'nnight; and the ambassador,
who is as brutal as she is gentle and amiable, has insisted
on her having company at dinner to-day, and her assembly
as usual.

The town says that Lord and Lady Abergavenny are
parted, and that he has not been much milder than Mon-
sieur de Seillern on the chapter of a mistress he has taken.
I don't know the truth of this; but his Lordship's heart,
I believe, is more inflammable than tender.

Lady Sophia Thomas has begged me to trouble you with
a small commission. It is to send me for her twelve little
bottles of *le Baume de Vie, compose par le Sieur Lievre,
apoticaire distillateur du Boi.' If George Selwyn or Lord
March are not set out, they would bring it with pleasure,
especially as she lives at the Duke of Queensberry's.

We have not a new book, play, intrigue, marriage, elope-
ment, or quarrel ,* in short, we are very dull. For politics,
unless the ministers wantonly thrust their hands into some
fire, I think there will not even be a smoke. I am glad of
it, for my heart is set on my journey to Paris, and I hate
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